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Message from the ILO Country Director, Bangladesh

The ongoing COVID-19 crisis has transformed the world of work by decimating jobs, livelihoods
and the well-being of millions of workers and their families. The global pandemic is posing
unprecedented challenges for governments, employers and workers everywhere, as they try to
protect health and safety at work, address wider societal needs and re-open their economies.

While Bangladesh has made considerable socio-economic progress over the past few decades,
the pandemic has exposed deep-rooted inequalities. To address these disparities and continue
the country’s growth, the attainment of the SDG goals, tackling the pandemic, stabilising the
economy and protecting the health of workers must go hand in hand.

In this context, a national Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) guideline on creating safe and
effective return-to-work conditions during COVID-19 has been developed by the Department of
Inspection for Factories and Establishments (DIFE), with technical support from the International
Labour Organization (ILO).

The OSH guideline includes recommendations and tools based on international and national
labour standards to help employers and workers plan, prevent and protect their establishments
and their fellow workers. This document was finalised through social dialogue and in depth
consultations at the National OSH Council, chaired by the State Minister for Labour, and attended
by representatives from various Ministries as well as employers' and workers’ organisations.

I believe this OSH guideline, which includes a user-friendly set of standard operating procedures
and a comprehensive risk-assessment checklist, will help employers and workers to take
coordinated action to safeguard their workplaces and workers during this ongoing public health
crisis.

I hope that the economy and enterprises in Bangladesh will emerge from the crisis more resilient,
sustainable and with renewed commitment towards decent work for all.

On behalf of the ILO, I express my gratitude to the Honourable Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina,
for her leadership throughout the ongoing pandemic. I would also like to thank DIFE and the
Ministry of Labour and Employment for developing and publishing this timely Occupational Safety
and Health Guide for Prevention and Mitigation of COVID-19 in the Workplace. I would also like to
acknowledge the efforts of ILO colleagues in Geneva, the Decent Work Team (DWT) in Delhi and
staff in the Dhaka office, who have supported the drafting process.

et

Tuomo Poutiainen

Country Director, ILO Country Office for Bangladesh
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ILO (2020), COVID-19: What can employers do?, available at https://www.ilo.org/manila/publications/ WCMS_739786/lang--en/index.htm
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